AN IGLOO SEEN FROM ABOVE
1.	Old man sitting on the couch (made of snow) and talking to himself while
nobody listens. He repeats the same thing ten times over, explaining how he
saw the polar bear on the pack.
2.	Wife sitting, holding the baby in the hood. Sometimes she bends forward,
trims the seal-oil lamp or starts scraping skins.
3.	Elder child, fast asleep on the couch, arms outstretched. His deerskin suit is a
one-piece suit.
4.	Old bitch asleep. Dogs are generally not admitted inside the igloo, except a
bitch when she is going to have pups, or the pups themselves when they axe
young. The rest of the dogs sleep outside, or if too cold, in the porch.
5.	Heap of frozen seals, stored for meat. If hungry, you just bend forward, cut
yourself a slice, throw the rest back on the heap.
6.	Parts of fish, half eaten up. Some of these fish, especially lake trout, are of
tremendous size (up to 55 lb.).
7.	Seal-oil lamp. Made of soapstone, with blubber in it, slowly melting. The
wick is made of a sort of cotton which grows on the tundra in summer. The
lamp has to be trimmed all the time and the wick kept in proper shape.
8.	Drying rack above the lamp. Generally made by sticking two poles in the wall
of the igloo. The rack is always filled with clothes, socks, mitts, etc. When
a skin is wet, it has to be dried and re-scraped every time to regain its
softness.
9.	Chunks of meat ready to be eaten (raw, of course).
10.	Snow block used to seal the entrance of the igloo at night. The same block lasts
sometimes several nights in succession.
 11.	A caribou sock about to be scraped or mended.
 12.	A mug — bought at the Store from the white man.
 13.	Little seal-oil lamp — handy for travelling. The other, too heavy, is left some-
where in the snow or on a rock.
14.	The soapstone pipe of the Jady. The bowl is made of soapstone, the tube of
driftwood and the mouthpiece of musk-ox horn.
15.	Eskimo circular knife. The only workable shape, given the position of the
Eskimos on the couch, since it requires only a movement of the wrist and not
of the elbow.
16.	One of the various skin-scrapers. Their shape varies according to the kind of
scraping required.
 17.	Louse-catcher. The handle is made of deer bone, the tuft of polar-bear hair.
 18.	Eskimo snow-knife, originally made of stone or caribou bone. Nowadays the
handle alone is of caribou bone, the blade is made of steel from the Store.
 19.	Bowl carved in the musk-ox's skull, used to drink seal blood.
 20.	Spare deerskins or rags — generally rolled or piled up in the back of the couch
for some indefinite use.
 21.	Stone bowl — for meals.
 22.	Caribou skins spread on the snow-couch, to sleep on.
 23.	Baby inside the mother's hood — naked.
 24.	Wall of the sleeping bench, about one foot high above the ground.
 25.	Entrance to the igloo from the porch,
91

